









































































































































































































































































Once participants have	told	their	story, they are	no	longer strangers: by	
sharing	their experience	they	are	sharing	part	of	themselves. And	if	you	
watch	some	of	these	stories	in	full,	you	can	see	that	many	of	the	
participants	seem	to	feel	better	by	the	end.	You	get	the	sense	that	for	
many	of	these	people,	telling	their	story	publicly	and	on	record	is	
cathartic;	one	participant	describes	it	as	‘part	of	their	healing	journey’.		
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You’ve	heard	Vicki	Glanville
Kirstin	Golding	lost	her	Brooklands	home	in	the	first	quake.
She	lost	colleagues	in	the	second	quakebecuase	she	was	in	the	PCG	building.
Tracey	Taia	became	an	unintended	hero,	hustling	seven	children	away	from	a	
teetering	building	then	going	into	it	herself	to	try	and	help	ther	shop	owner
Aaron	Tremain	starts	off	sounding	like	a	bulletproof	teen,	until	he	got	to	the	bit	
where	he	was	desperate	to	leavr	and	his	grandfather	gave	him	a	lesson	in	resilience
And	these	are	just	four	of	723	stories.	We’ve	hardly	scratched	the	surface	of	what’s	in	
there.
So	where	to	from	here?
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For	me	it	is	to	develop	the	corpus	into	a	longitudinal	study.	Next	year	it	will	be	five	
years	since	the	first	interviews
We’re	going	to	analyse	the	corpus	for	common	themes	and	issues
We’re	going	to	re-iinterview	as	many	people	as	possible,	firstly	with	a	generalised	
fllow-up	question,	followed	by	some	questions	on	specitic	issues
We’ll	involve	a	ranger	of	disciplines—linguistics,	psychology	etc.,	and	use	our	newly	
established	UC	Documentary	Film	Unit	to	make	a	film	about	their	last	five	year.
If	this	goies	well,	we’ll	also	aim	to	do	a	ten-year	follow-up,	now	that	we	know	just	
how	long	recovery	from	such	experiences	takes.
22
In	May	2011	I	submitted	a	proposal	to	develop	the	UC	CEISMIC	Canterbury	
Earthquakes	Digital	Archive	to	collect	images,	stories	and	media	related	to	the	
Canterbury	Earthquakes	for	the	purposes	of	commemoration	teaching	and	research.	
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